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are new eriterifig up®n the Sixth Book of 
] ee , in which the Poet deftribes the 
, vile veal raifed his Reader’s Ex- 
him for it by feveral 
es in the Oeditig Books. I omittéd 
he Paffages in my Obfervations on the former 
having y putpofely referved them for the o of 
y Subject of vrbich gave occafion to them he 
gion was fo infla:ied with this great Scene 
that whete-ever he fpeaks of it, he rifes, if poffi- 
e himielf. Thus where he; mentions Satan in the 
of his Poem, hea 
——-Him the Almighty power 
iel'd beadlong flameing from sh’ Etkereal Skie, 
With hideous rnei and combuftion down 
Ia bettomale/s perdition, there to dsbelt 
’ Jp Adamatine Clrains and penal fire, 
Who duanft defie th’ Quanipotent to Arms. 
jane likewife feverat noble Hints of it in the Infernal 


Dvn, O chief macy tBroned Powers 

hae ted hb irmb afield Serap vp 

‘Toe well I fee and rue the dit 

ese ris ae 
us eay'n, and. 

ri stv i . 


: reat 

og ws bait 
ae tle the | 
: eek ae 
uae Ot the ? 


mitts muses 


Fees 
ianine us; yrs Hell then feem'd 
Mfoort, the Poet never mentions any thing of this Bat- 
sin fch images of Greatnefs and Terrour, as are fhita- 
aay Soe Among feveral others, I cannot forbear 
where the Power, who is defcrib'd 
ng ee Chaos, {peaks in the Third Book. 


Teh av ooo 
ing {perc vifage imcomipos 
“uli? dT know thee, fava, obs haart, 
Te migh bry leading Angel, ate flats 
es againft Hegu’ns King, though overthrown. 
fac’ a numerous 
Me Se through the frighted deep 
m tlie upon ruin; pa Apathy 
worfe confounded; and Heav’n Gates 
4 cus by Millions her vittorious bards 


aa Tica ane ~ 


ba yi great: Pregnanc ‘of Invention, and Strength of 
Dm, to fill thee Battel with fach ‘Cltcamitunces as 
: t dnd aftonifh the Mind of the Reader; and, at 
wy dene, an exatnels of Judgment to avoid every 
chat ihight appear light or Fars Thofe, who look 
48 are furprifed to find his Battels ftill rifing one 
2.and improving in Horrour, to the Conclufj- 
E Wiad, Milton's Fight of Angels is wrought up with 
It is ufhered-in with fuch Signs of Wrath 

ple to Omnipotence incenfed. J 
. B castied on undér g Cope of Fire, occafien’d by 


of: on ae a afid Arraws,'’ 
s di(charged T Secahd]On- 
fe artificial 


pmiore wrasse ag et . ed with 
which feem to make the Victory doubtful, and 


produce a kind of Conflernation, even in theGood Angels 
This is followed by the teating up of Mountaitts and Pro- 
montories; till, in the bd , the Méffiah coniés forth 
in the fulnefs of Terrode. ' The Pomp of his 
Appearance, -amidft the ear ings of his Fhunders, the Flathes 
of his Lightnin: , aad the Noifé of his Chariot Wheels, is 
deferibed with the urmoft F be of Hyman Imagination, 

There is nothing in the firft and laft Days Engagement, 

which does not appear natural and agreeable enough to the 
Idcas moft Readers would conceive of a Fight between 
two — of Angels. 

The Second Day’s Engagement is apt to ftartle an Inhagi- 
nation, which has not been raifed. . qualified for fych ‘a 
oon by the reading of the Ancient Poets, and of 

_—_ It was an a very bold: roe 


be oy oak to have mit Soo nd foeb 
fo it entered very properly into the Thotghts “aa that = 


ing, who is all alon efcribed as afpirin gn inte 
fty of his Maker. "Such age -— sith 


page cehae Hpk eee 
that in‘all Poétry, bo Fact 
ed as the Arins of a hin se 


Hills was not alto fy dati 4 Thi ‘as the former, 
We are, in fone re, a : tb 
‘the Defcription of the Gyants' 


Paty the ® Anceat pany ee i ade 


sree a 


Sin eee ra 
i nee ee -im.the Defcriptions of amos 
Greek ; at ; fame time, ienproved 
Hint which he Fi oa ix Weokks ypor: this é 
Homer in that, ig, which Langone: hag, 
eer hit oe 
im, tells us, chat t Gyants ‘Offa upon 
FT MLCT seal ar 
@uaAAor). Ww. which ¥ the 
up fo the Realer’s iliegiation all the Wood hep 
ht it. There a further a , i 
out by Name thet Sar fs able’ Mo 
known to the ‘Greeks fc 
Scene of a Way ohld poe 
with, bin 
given full Scoj h 
was natural to Hirh: er 
whole Iflaids by the Roe a ft 
Fein ten ays up Lemnos in 
apd sebiring ic: <a it’ ta the Skies; withr all ian’s 
Sip te R of it; An tears up Mount 2s, 
the River. Enjgeus which faa.down the fides of it; but 
the eoituad not ti oad to-defcribe. him with: this. Moun. 
upon. hi Shoulders, tells... Us that the River flowéd 
ge Back, « ee he held it up in that Pofture: It is vifi- 
_ bie to every judicious Reader,‘ that-fach Ideas favour more 
"of the Burleique than of the Sublime: They proceed from 
a Wantonnefs nt Fagot and, rather divert the Mind 
than — it. has taken sorery thing, that és Sub- 


lime in theft fevers) and cori t of 
the following pareat ae eek ero tied 


From shir Poisdatios lifiing to ad fs 
_ They plaid the (ented Hills ae All their load, 
Rocks, Waters: Woddls,- aind'by th be’ fhaggy top: 
Upelifting’ bore them its their Hands : ——— 
_ Weihave'the he vue lay of Homer in this thort*Defcrig- 
tion, intps magination of Classen, without it: 
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8 a eco a 
icuous, that they cannot efcape 
‘ Reader. 
§@ thany wonderful / of Poetr 
a yariety of Sublime Ideas, that it 
i & have given them a place within 
. ‘Befides that, I find it in a 
meafire done to my Hang, at the end fer Lord Rof- 
common’s Eflay on Tranflated Poetry. I thall refer my Rea- 
. der ythither for fome of the Mafter-Stroaks in the Sixth 
Book of Paradife Loft, tho’ at the fame time there are many 
others which that noble Author has not taken notice of. 
,. Milton, notwithftanding the Sublime Genius he was Ma- 
fter of, has in this Book drawn to his Affiftance all the 
helps he could meet with among the Ancient Poets. The 
Sword of Michael, which makes fo great an havock among 
the bad Angels, was given him, we are told, out of the 
Armory of God. 


———— But the Sword 

Of Michael from the of God 

Was giv'n him temper'd fo, that neither keen 
Nor folid might rejift that edge: it met 

The Sword of Satan with fleep force to fmite 
Defcending, and in half cut fheere, —— 


This Paffage is a Copy of that in Virgil, wherein the Poet 
tells us, that the Sword of ZEncas, which was given him b 
a Deity, broké into pieces the Sword of Turns, whic 

came from a Mortal Forge:-As the Moral in this place is 
Divine, foby the way we may obferve, that the beftowing on 
-@ Man who is favour’d by Heaven fuch an Allegorical Wea- 
Fon, is very conformable to the old Eaftern way ef Think- 
“ang... Not only Homer has made ufe ot it, ‘but we find the 
ifh Hero in the Book of Maccabees, who had fought the 
Battels of the chofen People with fo much Glory and Succefs, 
receiving in his Dream a Sword from the hand of the Pro- 
= Feremy. The following Paffage, wherein Satan is de- 
Acribed as wounded by theSword of Michael, is in iniitation 
of Homer. . . , 
Tbe griding Sword with difcontinuons wound 
¢ through him, but th’ Ethereal fubjtance clofd 
Not long divsfible, and from the gafh . 
| | a flveam Hy vis huemour ilaing flow'd 
. as a ial Spirits may bleed, 
'. Homer tells ‘us in the fame manner, that upon Diomedes 
——Se flow’d from the Wound ani Ichor, 
or ‘pure ‘of Blood, which was iipt bred from Mortal 
Viands; and that tho’ the Pain praised great, the 
Wound {oon clofed up and healed in thoie Beings who‘ are 
vefted with Im ity. : 
ion of his furious 


Fone wares not but Milton in his Deferi 
flying from the Battel, and bellowing with the 
‘Wound-be had receiv’d, had his Eye upon Mars in the liad, 
-who his being wounded, is as retiring 
‘the Fight, and making an Outtry louder than that of 
it begins the Charge. Homer adds, 
G Trojans, who were engaged in a general 
Battel, were terrified on each fide with perce yea 
wounded Deity. ‘The Reader will eafily obferve how Milson 
has kept all the horrour‘of this Image without running ~irito 
the Ridicule of it. = * phase 
—— Where the might of Gabriel fought, . 
‘And with fierce Bufigns pierc’d the deep array 
“Of Moloc furious King, who hin defy'd, 
And at his Chariot to drag him bound, 
“Threaten’d, nor from the Holy One of Heav'n 
Refrain'd bis tengue b ; but anon 
Down clov'n to the wafte, with fhatter’d Arms 
Bnd uncouth pain fled bellowing. —— 

Milton bas likewife rais‘d his Defcription iti this Book with 
many Images. taken out of the Poctical’ Parts of Scripture. 
‘The Mefiah’s Chariot, as I have before-taken notice, is 
fortn’d. upon a Vifion of Ezekiel, who, as’Grotius obferves, 
has. very much in him of Homer's Spirit in the Poetical Parts 

. of his Prophecy. 

The following Lines.in that glorious Commiffion which 
is given the Meiliahto extirpate the Hoft of Rebel Angels, 
is drawn from a Sublime Paflage in the P&lms. 


Go then thou mizhtieft in ay Fane's might . 
<Afcend my Charist, ~ the vapid wheels _ 
That fhake Heav'ns bafis, bring forth all_my War 
My Bow, my thunder, my almighty arms, 
Gird on thy fword on thy puiffant thigh. 


. 


? 


‘s é ao 
The Reader will eafily difcover many other Sede 
fame nature. 
There is no queftion but Milton had heated’ is 
tion with the Fight of rhe Gods in Homer; belo bp 
tered .upon this Engagement of the Angel 
gives us a Scene of Men, Heroes.and 
ther in Battel. Mars animates the contendi 
lifts up his Voice in fuch a manner, that it is 
ftin@ly amidft all the Shouts and Confufion of yj. 
Fupiter at the fame time Thunders over their Heads. wy 
raifes fuch a Tempeft, that the whole Fel of 
tel, and all the to;:s of the Mountains thake aboutthem 
Poet tells us, that Pluto himfeif, whofe Habitation yy 
the very Center of the Earth, was fo afrighted at the thy. 
that he leapt from his Throne. Homer atterwards defy 
Vulcan as pouring down a Stcrm of Fire upon the Rj 
Xanthus, and Minerva as throwing a Rock at Mgy;. y 
he tells us, covered feven Acres in his Fall. ; 
As Homer has introduced into his Battel of the 
7 thing that is great and terrible in Nature, Mild’ 
led his Fight of Good and Bad Angels with all the tke 
cumftances of Horrour. The Shout of Armies, the Ratt 
of Brazen Chariots, the Hurling of Rocks and Mounts 
the Earthquakes, the Fire, the Thunder, are all of theme 
pioyed to lift up the Reader's Imagination, and give hin it 
fuitable Idea of fo great an Action. With what Arthe die’) 
Poet reprefented the whole Body of the Eatth trembligimeiic 
even before it was created. BUN RE! Ye v 
All Heaven refounded, and had Earth‘been then 
All Earth had to its Center [hook 


In how fublime and juft a manner doés he after ~>-', 
feribe the whole Heaven fhaking under the Wheels « : 
Meiliah’s Chariot; with that Exception to the Throne of 


——— Under his burning Wheels 
The fteadfaft Empyrean fhook throughout, 
All but the Throne it felf of God———— 
Notvvithfanding the Meiliah appears cloathed with 
much Terrour and Majefty, the Poet has ftill found me 
to make his Readers conceive an Idea of him, beyond 
he himfelf was able to defcribe. 
Yet half his firemgth he put not forth, but checke 
His thunder in mid wall, for tp meant 
Not to -deflroy, but root them out of Heaven. 
ies a, alone Canes anh was fo great in it OE 
and fo ned by elps of Learning, appean 
this Book every way Equal to his Subjeét, which was ¢ 
moft Sublime that could enter into the Thoughts of a 8 
As he knew all the Arts of affeGting the Mind, hai hameeact 
not given it certain refting places and Opportunities of reagnge 
vering it felf from time to time: He bas with gteat Adda 
inter: perfed feveral Speeches, Reflections, Similitudes, andi 
like Reliets.to diveriitié his Narration, and’ cafe the Atténti 
at his Reader, that he might.come freth to his great Adi 
and by fuch a Contratt of ies have a more ‘lively tafe: 
the nobler parts.af his Defcription. - 2% 
ADVERTISEMENTS 
Never aéted-but thrice. | 
By Her Majefty's Company of Comedians Bi. 
T the Theatre Royal in Drury-Lane, this pre { 
- & fent Saturday, the aad Day of March, will be prefentel 
bew Tragedy call’d, The Diftreft Mother, - By Her Majefty’s C 
_fncnd no Perfors are to be admitted: behind che Scener. : 
T the Queen’s Theatre in the Hay-Market, ¢ 
prefent Saturday, being the 2ad of March, will be prefer 
Encercainment of Mufick which was performed beforeher Mejelly 
her Bisth-Dey. E mack a be adaed, the _— Scene of 
» os" i fa i, d i U 
Nicolino Grimeldiy for his Rent. Wish feral Raver 
Dancing by Mrs. Santlow, and'young ‘Mr.Camille, co 
Ifaxck, Boxes and Pit to be put er, and ne 
mitted withvut Tickers, which will be delivered out at 
at Mrs. White's Chcculate-hcule, and at St. James’s ; 
half a Guinea each, che Firft Gullery 28, 64, Upper Galleryt «6 
‘To begin ex:&'y at fix. By her Majefty’s Comm nd ns Pertons #¢ 
be admitted behind theScenes. And on Tuefday next the sft 
ft.ne, will be perform'd HyJafp:s, the Part of Dariuseo pe’ 
by Signor Beneditrani Baldafari, newly srriv’d. “st atl 
On Tuefday will be Publif'd, ~ 
Sixteen Sermons Preached before the Univerl 
of Oxtord, ac $c, Mary's, upon feveral Occafiens, By William TMs 
D. D. Fellow of C. U. C. Oxon, and Reéor ot eee 
in Oxtordfhire. Prinved for Bernard Lintoce at che Crols AF 
tween che (wo Tempie Gates in Ficerftrcees, Price 6% 64 . 
Lot the 18th Inftant, a red Leather Almansa 
. with cwo B nds, aad other Netes, of no Ule co shy but GROUT Sy 
- Who ver brings them to the Cros Key ua Red: Lion fret ' Age r ° 
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